
Table of Comparison

	Characteristic
	Sponges
	Cnidarians
	Platyhelminths
	Mollusks
	Annelids
	Arthropods
	Chordates

	Tissues (present or absent)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Symmetry 

(Radial, bilateral, none)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Germ Layers

(Diploblastic or triploblastic)
	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Digestion

(Intracellular or extracellular)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Digestive System 

(GVC or complete)
	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gas Exchange

(Body surface, GVC, gill, book lungs, lungs, tracheal tubes)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transport 

(Choanocytes, GVC, open circulatory system, closed circulatory system)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Excretion

(Body surface, GVC, protonephridia, metanephridia, Malpighian tubules, kidneys)
	
	
	
	metanephridia
	
	
	

	Nervous System

(Nerve net, centralized nervous system)
	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	


* Note:  CNS = central nervous system.  This is not the same as a centralized nervous system.  Do not use this standard abbreviation to represent "centralized nervous system."
